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Remembering Those Entombed or Memorialized
in Living Waters Columbarium:
December 30 - Baby Mary Blain
December 31 - Florent Gauthier
January 2 - Luz S. Sarmiento

Masses Intentions of the Week
MONDAY, January 1, 2018
10:00 a.m. Liturgy – Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
TUESDAY, January 2, 2018
7:00 p.m. Liturgy – Novena Mass in Honour of St. Gianna
Intention: For the Confirmandi of St. Gianna’s / Marcela Decebal-Cuza
WEDNESDAY, January 3, 2018
9:30 a.m. Liturgy - Ferial
Intention: + Adele Prior / Barry & Joan Coombes
THURSDAY, January 4, 2018
No Mass
FRIDAY, January 5, 2018
9:30 a.m. Liturgy - Ferial
Intention: Lian Amiela Catungal / Tomasita Fandino
SATURDAY, January 6, 2018
4:30 p.m. Liturgy - Solemnity - Epiphany of the Lord
Intention: Hans, Loizza, Adrian, Jessica, Maillie, Ethan / Gerald & Grazia Bermisa

SUNDAY, January 7, 2018 - Solemnity - Epiphany of the Lord
9:00 a.m. Liturgy - Intention: For All Parishioners
11:00 a.m. Liturgy - Intention: For All Parishioners

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

“When they had fulﬁlled all the

prescriptions of the law of the
Lord, they returned ... to their
own town of Nazareth.” Mary
and Joseph were faithful Jews
who followed the norms of their
religion. Today’s Gospel describes the event we call “The
Presentation.” Jesus’ parents, like every Jewish family,
presented their infant son to the Lord in a formal ceremony at
the temple in Jerusalem. Having done what their religious rites
required (and having heard the prophetic words of Simeon and
Anna), Mary and Joseph returned home. It was back in their
native region of Galilee, amidst the daily routine of domestic
life, that Jesus “grew and became strong, ﬁlled with wisdom.”
As Christians, we too consecrate our children to the
Lord when we have them baptized in the Church. Seeing our
children receive this sacrament of initiation is always a
moment of great joy and hope as we anticipate the life that
lies ahead for them, both on earth and in eternity. But the
baptism of a baby is only the beginning of this journey towards
heaven. In truth, the little daily details, the simple living of
family life in our own home paves the way for our children to
reach their eternal home.
And so it was with the Holy Family. Jesus’ childhood,
his formation and development took place not primarily
amidst the public drama of the temple, but in the quiet privacy
of his home. How important this home was, where his parents
raised him in their faith and helped him live in such a way that
“the favour of God was upon him.” May we too, in our homes
and our families, remember that although our mission may be
lived out in very small moments, taken together they have an
eternal signiﬁcance.

Another New Ministry Initiative at St. Gianna’s
With the support of the Parish Pastoral Council and
Finance Council, the decision has been made to add to
our growing ministry life at St. Gianna’s, an Office for
Global Awareness and Social Action. This ministry area has
been under consideration for many months as the future
direction and needs of our parish continues to be
discerned. This ministry area will provide the opportunity
for our parish members to connect and interface with the
various social issues and concerns of our world and local
community, so that together in Jesus, we can make a
difference. This new initiative will provide many
opportunities for all generations of our parish community
to become involved in the work and mission that is at the
heart of every Christian community.
We welcome Kristi Stubbings to our Pastoral ministry team
as she will begin to develop this new area of ministry for
us on a quarter-time basis, beginning January 1st, 2018.
Kristi comes to this position with a Master’s Degree in
Political Science as well as coursework in the areas of
sociology from the University of North Dakota and
theological studies from the University of Notre Dame. She
has been tremendously involved in Inner City Hunger and
Poverty Awareness initiatives, has coordinated literacy and
adult education programs, serving economically
disadvantaged adults and youth, has been employed as a
job skills instructor and coach working with individuals
with disabilities, as well as having served as an advocate
for women who have been victims of domestic violence.
For the past two years, Kristi has led St.
Gianna’s outreach ministry. Kristi and her
husband Dirk, along with their sons Bryce
and Avery have been members of St. Gianna’s
since 2004.

Sunday’s Offertory - December 24, 2017
Pre-Authorized Giving: !

$ 13,600.00

(318 households on PAR)!

Please remember to return your 2018 Stewardship of
Treasure Commitment Card via the Sunday offertory
basket, the parish office or mail.

Noah’s Buddies / Youth:!

$

11.00

Loose:! !

!

!

$

851.25

Votives:!

!

!

$

460.10

Novena Mass! !

!

$

654.25

Christmas Offertory !

!

$ 20,344.35

TOTAL:

!

$ 35,920.95

!

Our minimum weekly
offertory income requirement is

$ 20,000.00

December 31, 2017
Celebrating the Christmas Season

So often we might think that the Christmas Season only
comprises of the Celebration of December 25th, The Nativity
of the Lord. However, the celebration of Christmas and the
fullness of the event continues for many days.
Additional Feasts included in the Christmas Season are:
The Feast of the Holy Family (December 31st), celebrating the
incarnation of Jesus within the context of the Human Family,
The Feast of Mary, the Mother of God (January 1st) ,
celebrating the joining together of humanity and divinity in
Jesus, The Feast of the Epiphany (January 7th) celebrating the
manifestation of God’s presence for all peoples and all
nations, and finally The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
(January 8th), celebrating the inauguration of the earthly
mission and ministry of Jesus among us.
Once all five Feasts have been celebrated, we can say that the
celebration of Christmas is complete.

Parish Office Christmas Holiday
Hours of Operation:
December 30 - January 1, 2018 - CLOSED
January 2 - OPEN regular office hours

NEW Photo Session Date Added - January 14, 2018
As you know, members of our parish
community have had their photos taken as part
of the creation of our first parish photo
directory. Participation in this endeavour is free
of charge and all participants will receive a
copy of the completed parish directory. Several portrait sessions
have been completed, but many families have yet to participate.
We have added another session for January 14, 2018. Call the
parish office to book your photo session: 204-488-3977.

A Very BIG Thank You!
Thank you to all those parishioners who
answered the call to share their Time and
Talent by baking all of the delicious treats,
that were shared with our parishioners in
Fellowship after each of the Christmas
Liturgies. The remainder of the baking was
brought to Chez Nous / Our Place.

Children’s Faith Formation - Resumes January 10
Children’s Faith Formation reminds all
children and their families that the
formation year resumes with the Keep
Christ in Christmas poster night on
January 10, 6:00pm - 7:00pm.

2018 Daily Prayer Books and 2018 Sunday Missals
Daily Prayer 2018 books are available for
$15.00 each. Easy-to-use resource for group
and individual prayer. Centres on scripture
reading with a reflection, a psalm,
intercessions, and closing prayer.
Living with Christ Sunday Missals 2018
are available for $5.00 each. The Sunday
Missal contains complete readings, Mass
texts and selected hymns for Sundays
and feast days for the entire Church year.

A Place at the Table Ministries…

Ministry of New Beginnings
This ministry group is providing an opportunity for
those who have lived through or are living through a
separation or divorce. This group is a place were solace,
hope, encouragement and the gifts of our faith are
better discovered and appreciated. The next gathering
for the Ministry of New Beginnings will be on:
Tuesday, January 16 at 7:45 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Gift Cards Program:
This initiative raises funds for our parish as we
receive a 5% commission on each gift card sold.
Sobeys, Safeway, Superstore, Foodland gift cards
are available for purchase every weekend at the Knights table.
We accept cash, debit or cheque.

Visit our new websites, watch our videos and keep up-to-date on parish activities:
Go to www.stgianna.ca and www.livingwaterswpg.ca
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