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Remembering Those Entombed or Memorialized
in Living Waters Columbarium:
January 9 - Robert O’Keefe
January 11 - Pilot Officer Kevin Mulcair
January 14 - Ethel Clarke

Masses Intentions of the Week
MONDAY, January 8, 2018
No Mass
TUESDAY, January 9, 2018
7:00 p.m. Liturgy – Novena Mass in Honour of St. Gianna
Intention: + For Members of the Skinner Family
WEDNESDAY, January 10, 2018
9:30 a.m. Liturgy - Ferial
Intention: + Jane Cadieux / Raymond Cadieux
THURSDAY, January 11, 2018
1:00 p.m. Liturgy at Lindenwood Terrace - Ferial
Intention: 2017 Graduates in our parish / Marcela Decebal-Cuza
FRIDAY, January 12, 2018
10:30 a.m. Funeral Mass - Peter Francisco +
SATURDAY, January 13, 2018
4:30 p.m. Liturgy - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Intention: + Jeffrey Coombes / Barry & Joan Coombes
SUNDAY, January 14, 2018 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. Liturgy - Intention: For All Parishioners
11:00 a.m. Liturgy - Intention: For All Parishioners

Solemnity - Epiphany of the Lord

“Then they opened their
treasures and oﬀered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”
What a wonderful example the
Magi give us in their visit to the
infant Jesus. First of all, they
demonstrate profound faith in God’s word, spoken through the
prophet Micah: “And you, Bethlehem ... from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel” (cf. 5:2). Embarking on a long
and diﬃcult journey, they trust that they will ﬁnd this newborn
king of the Jews in Bethlehem as the prophecy announced.
On their arrival at the home of the Holy Family, the Magi
also give us an example of profound humility. These important
men, to whom kings look for guidance and advice, do not hesitate
to bow down, to “prostrate themselves” and give homage to a tiny
babe. Putting their own position out of their minds, they
reverently worship the infant Lord even as he sits on the lap of his
mother.
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The Christmas

narrative in the Gospel

of Luke emphasizes the humble
circumstances in which God took on
human flesh. Luke also tells of the
great joy with which shepherds and
angels welcomed this event.
Matthew’s story of the Magi shows
that Jesus came for all people.
What can you do to be
more welcoming to others?

The generosity of these three “kings” is also evident as
they open their treasure boxes and give to the poor child the
richest of gifts. Traditionally, we understand the gold to symbolize
the earthly kingship of Christ, the frankincense to represent his
divinity, and the myrrh to stand as a symbol of the anointing he
will receive upon his death.
Finally, the wisdom of these men is evident in their
decision to return to their country “by another way.”
Understanding the threat that King Herod posed to Jesus, they
followed a plan that would help keep the divine child safe even
though it meant inconvenience to themselves.
Faith, humility, generosity, and wisdom. These gifts are
the real legacy of the Three Kings. Today, let us ask God for the
blessing of having these gifts in our lives.

- Pflaum Gospel Weeklies

Sunday’s Offertory - December 31, 2017

Please remember to return your 2018 Stewardship of
Treasure Commitment Card via the Sunday offertory
basket, the parish office or mail.

Pre-Authorized Giving: !

$ 13,600.00

Noah’s Buddies / Youth:!

$

9.25

Loose:! !

!

!

$

2,160.48

Votives:!

!

!

$

108.85

TOTAL:

!

!

$ 15,878.58

Our minimum weekly
offertory income requirement is

$ 20,000.00

January 7, 2018

The Relic of St. Francis Xavier
on Pilgrimage through Canada
St. Francis Xavier is considered by
many to be the greatest evangelizer
since St. Paul. St. Francis Xavier was
born in 1506 into Spanish Nobility. In
1525, he went to study at the University
of Paris where he excelled as an athlete
and was very popular among his peers.
His roommate was the older St. Ignatius Loyola, whom
initially despised, but who eventually became his mentor
in faith. St. Ignatius facilitated St. Francis Xavier’s deeper
conversion and his call to the priesthood. They, and
handful of friends, were inspired to found a new
religious order: The Society of Jesus. Eventually, Francis
found his mission taking him to Asia. On December 3,
1552, St. Francis Xavier died on Sangchuan Island. He
was 46 years old.
About the Relic on Pilgrimage
The relic on pilgrimage is the right forearm and hand of
St. Francis Xavier. It is estimated he baptized more than
100,000 people with this arm.
This relic typically
remains in the reliquary in Rome at the Jesuit Mother
Church, the Church of the Gesu. The remainder of his
body is enshrined at the Basilica of Bom Jesus in Goa,
India.
The Relic is currently on pilgrimage through 15 cities in
Canada for prayer and veneration. The relic pilgrimage
is a gift for the Church in Canada at the close of our
150th anniversary year. The bringing of this famous relic
of St. Francis Xavier to North America for the first time in
generations, is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
venerate the incorrupt, first class relic of one of the
greatest missionaries and evangelists of the church.
Celebrations and Public Veneration
The Relic will be present at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Winnipeg, on Tuesday, January 16, 2018.
The celebration of the Eucharist will be held at 9:00 a.m.
(celebrated by Archbishop Gagnon) and at 12:10 noon.
Public Veneration will last through the day until 10:00
p.m. A ‘Relic Talk’ on the life of St. Francis Xavier will
be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Cathedral. All are welcome
and encouraged to participate.

Visit our new websites, watch our videos
and keep up-to-date on parish activities:
Go to www.stgianna.ca and www.livingwaterswpg.ca

Children’s Faith Formation - Resumes January 10
Children’s Faith Formation reminds all children
and their families that the formation year
resumes on January 10, 6:00pm - 7:00pm with
the Keep Christ in Christmas poster night,
sponsored by our Knights of Columbus.

Day of Prayer for Vocations - Begins January 11
An Archdiocesan ‘Day of Prayer’ for
Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious
Life will begin Thursday, January 11 from
9:00am - 8:00pm and continue every
Thursday this year. All are invited to
participate in this chain of prayer by visiting our Perpetual
Adoration Chapel of the Divine Mercy.
Four prayer themes have been chosen and will be the focus of
the various Thursdays in the month.
The first Thursday of the Month will focus on: An increase of
Vocations to the Priesthood.
The second Thursday of the Month will focus on: Supporting
seminarians in preparation for the Priesthood,
The third Thursday of the Month will focus on: Praying for
priests currently serving our Church,
The fourth Thursday of the Month will focus on: An increaser
of Vocations to Religious life.
The fifth Thursday of the Month (when one occurs) will focus
on: Families and the creation of a culture of Vocation.

Last Opportunity - Final Photo Session - January 14
Members of our parish community have had
their photos taken as part of the creation of
our first parish photo directory. Participation
in this endeavour is free of charge and all
participants will receive a copy of the
completed parish directory. Several portrait sessions have been
completed, but many families have yet to participate. We have
added one final session for Sunday, January 14, 2018. Please
call the parish office to book your photo session:
204-488-3977.

New Parishioners Orientation - January 14 @ 12:00pm
Our next New Parishioner Orientation Session will be held in
the narthex on Sunday, January 14th immediately following
our 11:00am liturgy. This 90 minute session provides a
wonderful way to learn more about our parish community, the
opportunities for faith formation and ministry involvement, as
well as learn about the unique charism that we hold as a
community of Christian disciples under the patronage of St.
Gianna Beretta Molla. To pre-register for this event, please fill
out a membership request form found at the visitor’s
information table and hand it to one of the ministers of
hospitality or include it in the Sunday Offertory.
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FROM THE MINISTRY OF

Global Awareness and Social Action
“You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love
him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God”
- Leviticus 19:34

With these words, His Holiness Pope Francis calls us to awareness of the plight of Migrants and Refugees.
In his Message for the 51st World Day of Peace, Pope Francis challenges us to recognize that:
• There are over 250 million migrants worldwide, of whom 22.5 million are refugees.
• Every day there are men and women, children, young and elderly people, who are searching for

somewhere to live in peace.
• In order to find that peace, they are willing to risk their lives on a journey that is often long and perilous, to

endure hardships and suffering, and to encounter fences and walls built to keep them far from their goal.
Who is a refugee? The UN Refugee Agency identifies a refugee as someone who has been forced to flee
his or her country because of persecution, war, or violence. A refugee has a
well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality,
political opinion or membership in a particular social group. Most likely,
they cannot return home or are afraid to do so. War and ethnic, tribal and
religious violence are leading causes of refugees fleeing their countries.
See https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/
Who is a migrant? Caritas identifies a migrant as a person on the move, who needs accompaniment,
support and protection. They may be refugees, or asylum seekers. They may be internally displaced within
their own country by a conflict or a natural disaster, or may have moved to seek work. They may be adults
or children, on their own or with their families. They may have been trafficked. See https://www.caritas.org
In the month of January at St. Gianna’s, let us begin to ponder in our
minds and hearts the message Pope Francis shares with the world and
calls us, as Christians, to embrace.
The wisdom of faith recognizes that all of us “belong to one family, migrants and the
local populations that welcome them, and all have the same right to enjoy the goods of the
earth, whose destination is universal, as the social doctrine of the Church teaches. It is
here that solidarity and sharing are founded.

CNS photo / Paul Haring

When we consider migrants and refugees, we discover that they do not arrive empty-handed. They bring their courage, skills, energy
and aspirations, as well as the treasures of their own cultures; and in this way, they enrich the lives of the nations that receive them.
We also come to see the creativity, tenacity and spirit of sacrifice of the countless individuals, families and communities around the
world who open their doors and hearts to migrants and refugees, even where resources are scarce.
Those who see things in this way will be able to recognize the seeds of peace that are already sprouting and nurture their growth. Our
cities, often divided and polarized by conflicts regarding the presence of migrants and refugees, will thus turn into workshops of peace.

See http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papafrancesco_20171113_messaggio-51giornatamondiale-pace2018.html

