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First Sunday of Lent
February 18, 2018

 

Masses Intentions of the Week

MONDAY, February 19, 2018
No Mass

TUESDAY, February 20, 2018
6:00-6:45 p.m. - Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:00 p.m. Liturgy – Novena Mass in Honour of St. Gianna
Intention: + Jim Bobby / Bernice Bobby

WEDNESDAY, February 21, 2018
9:30 a.m. Liturgy - Ferial
Intention: + Erlinda Aguilar / Cecilia Bautista

THURSDAY, February 22, 2018
1:00 p.m. at Lindenwood Manor - Feast - Chair of St. Peter
Intention: + Russell Beirchak / Wanda Wusowicz

FRIDAY, February 23, 2018
11:00 a.m. Funeral Mass - Constante G. Ilag +
7:00 p.m. - The Way of the Cross

SATURDAY, February 24, 2018
4:30 p.m. Liturgy - Second Sunday of Lent
Intention: + Andre Lussier / Rose Marie Lussier

SUNDAY, February 25, 2018 - Second Sunday of Lent
9:00 a.m. Liturgy - Intention: For All Parishioners
11:00 a.m. Liturgy - Intention: For All Parishioners

 

PARISH TEAM
Reverend Darrin J. G. Gurr
Pastor

John Eisma
Pastoral Associate responsible for Liturgical Music Ministry

Rachel Suarez-Banmann
Pastoral Associate responsible for Children’s Faith Formation

Kristi Stubbings
Pastoral Associate responsible for Global Awareness & Social Action

Ernest Lacuna
Administrative Coordinator

Romeo Suban
Operational Business Manager

Monique Gauthier
Living Waters Columbarium - Director of Sales, Marketing & Promotions

Reg & Jane Todd
Custodial

 

Remembering Those Entombed or Memorialized
in Living Waters Columbarium:

      February 20 - Jim Bobby
      February 21 - Len Cropley
      February 23 - Michael Turgeon



 

“Why	do	we	always	go	to	
the	 desert?	 We	 see	 this	
example	 in	Scripture	 time	 and	
time	 again.	 The	 Israelites	
wandered	 in	 the	 desert.	 King	
David	 and	 prophets	 were	
driven	 into	 the	 wilderness.		

And	now	 Jesus	 is	in	 the	 same	place.	Lent	 after	 Lent,	we	too	are	
invited	into	 a	barren,	desolate	place.	Why	do	we	always	go	 to	the	
desert?

Throughout	Scripture,	the	desert	 is	a	place	of	testing.	It’s	also	
a	place	of	hiding	and	withdrawal. 	In	the	Old	Testament,	David	fled	
into	 the	 wilderness	 to	 hide	 from	 Saul,	 Elijah	 from	 Jezebel,	 and	
Jonah	from	God!	In	other	words,	the	desert	is	a	place	of	“retreat.”	
In	 Christian	 circles,	 we	 use	 the	 word	 to	 describe	 a	 spiritual	
weekend	away.	But	 its	meaning	comes	from	warfare,	as	we	well	
know.	To	 retreat	means	 to	 draw	 back,	to	 separate	 oneself	 from	
the	fighting.	Of	 course,	a	military	retreat	 brings	 its	 own	 kind	 of	
“battle”	 –	 the	 internal	 assessment	 of	 why	 the	 fighting	 went	 so	
poorly.

As	we	enter	 into	this	Lenten	season,	we	are	invited	to	retreat	
into	 the	 desert	 with	 Jesus.	 Attending	 a	 day	 or	 weekend	 of	
reflection	 is	 a	 wonderful	 spiritual	 practice.	 This	 “desert	
spirituality,”	 however,	 can	 fill	 all	 forty	 days.	We	 can	 fulfill	 our	
Lenten	resolutions	with	a	purpose	–	writing	daily	notes	to	 family	
and	friends	can	inspire	new	gratitude,	every	time	we	pass	up	 that	
specific	 food	 item	 can	 be	 cause	 for	 intercession	 for	 deeper	
sufferings	and	privations	of	others.

The	 Gospel	 tells	 us	 that	 “the	 Spirit	 drove	 him	 out	 into	 the	
desert.”	 In	 other	 words,	 God	 wants	 us	 to	 be	 here.	 What	 feels	
uncomfortable	 is	 actually	 part	 of	 our	 spiritual	 journey.	 To	 be	
stretched,	 to	 be	 challenged,	 to	 confront	 our	 own	 areas	 of	
weakness	–	these	 things	are	essential	 in	 our	walk	with	God.	This	
Lent,	will	you	go	to	the	desert?

First Sunday of Lent

 
Sunday’s Offertory - February 11, 2018

Pre-Authorized Giving: ! $   14,000.00

Noah’s Buddies / Youth! $            4.60

Loose:! !  ! ! $     1,178.08

Votives:!  ! ! $        234.20

Novena Mass! ! ! $        192.10

TOTAL:            ! ! $   15,608.98

Our minimum weekly
offertory income requirement is      $   20,000.00

Please remember to return your 2018 Stewardship of 
Treasure Commitment Card via the Sunday offertory 

basket, the parish office or mail.

 

In the Sunday Gospel, 
the Holy Spirit leads 

Jesus into the wilderness for 40 days. 
The desert is a place of testing, but it is also 
a place to be close to God. The Holy Spirit 
drove Jesus into the desert for a period of 
fasting and prayer in preparation for all that 
was to come. Jesus’ time in the desert calls 
us to make Lent a season of growth, a season 
for developing habits that will make us more 
loving toward God and one another.

What action can you begin this Lent 
that will help bring you closer to our Lord 

and the person he calls you to be?

 KIDS’ CORNER

- Pflaum Gospel Weeklies



First Eucharist and Confirmation Preparation
Preparation for First Eucharist is open to all baptized, 
active, registered parishioners in Grade 2 and higher, 

who have completed at least 1 year of Faith Formation and are 
currently attending Faith Formation this year. The application 
deadline for First Eucharist is March 4.

Preparation for Confirmation is open to all active, 
registered parishioners in Grade 6 and higher, who 
have completed Faith Formation and have received the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Reconciliation. 

The application deadline for Confirmation is March 31.
Please contact Rachel at rbanmann@stgianna.ca to receive 
your application.

February 18, 2018

Visit our new websites:
 Go to  www.stgianna.ca  and  www.livingwaterswpg.ca    

Lenten Opportunities
During this Lenten season, as we turn to 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, it is our 
opportunity to revisit our commitment to 
the gift of time - our time spent with God. 
This year, parishioners are encouraged to 

participate in the following Liturgical Lenten practices:

The Way of the Cross
Jesus’ Way to the Cross models so 
much of what we as Christians face 
every day in our lives as we strive to 
live as God’s children. Each time we 
reflect on the “way of Jesus” to the Cross, we are drawn 
into the deeper meaning of our own fidelity to Jesus and 
our life as Christians. Praying the Way of the Cross is an 
invitation to encounter not only the Jesus of history, but 
also the Jesus of mystery. The Way of the Cross will be 
prayed every Friday evening at 7:00 p.m. during the 
Lenten season.

Lenten Penitential Services at St. Gianna’s and in 
the South Deanery of the Winnipeg Archdiocese:

Thursday, March 15 at 7:00 p.m. 
- St. Gianna Parish, 15 Columbia Drive

Wednesday, March 14 at 7:00 p.m. 
- St. Vital Parish, 1629 Pembina Highway

Saturday, March 17 at 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
- St. Ignatius Parish, 255 Stafford Street

Wednesday, March 21 at 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
- Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, 4588 Roblin Blvd.

Wednesday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
- St. John Brebeuf Parish, 1707 John Brebeuf Place

Friday, March 23 at 7:30 p.m. 
- Our Lady of Victory, 249 Arnold Avenue

Wednesday, March 28 at 7:00 p.m.
- Holy Rosary Parish, 510 River Avenue

Kerygma - “What the Hell?”
- Thursday, February 22, 7:00 p.m.
- in the narthex 
In this Kerygma session, Fr. Darrin will 
explore the concepts of heaven and hell 
and everything in between. Is hell for 

real? Is there such a thing as purgatory? Who goes to heaven 
and what do we know for sure? …and much more!

INCOME TAX RECEIPTS 
Your income tax receipts are in the mail and 
will arrive next week. Thank you for your 
generosity and continued support!

Better Vision for a Brighter Future
An Initiative of the Ministry of Global Awareness and Social Action

This weekend and February 24 & 25, 
we invite you to bring your used, 
usable eyeglasses to the Saturday 4:30 
p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. 
liturgy, which will be cleaned and 
recycled to give the gift of vision to our 

sisters and brothers in need around the world. For more 
information or if you are able to assist in the reception and 
handling of delivered eyeglasses at any of these liturgies, please 
contact Kristi Stubbings at kstubbings@stgianna.ca. 

Knights of Columbus Gift Cards Program:
This initiative raises funds for our parish as we 
receive a 5% commission on each gift card sold. 
Sobeys, Safeway, Superstore, Foodland gift cards 

are available for purchase every weekend at the Knights table. 
We accept cash, debit or cheque.

mailto:kstubbings@stgianna.ca
mailto:kstubbings@stgianna.ca


 

Lease this advertisement size for $360.00
(A minimum of 1 showing per month for one year)

width 4.0” x  height 2.5”

To Lease advertising space,
please contact our Parish Centre:

stgianna@mymts.net or 204-488-3977
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